
 

 

Lancaster Civic Vision – Planning Scrutiny Group Report 

Aldi: Scotforth  21/00987/FUL 

Objection: 

These proposals relate to a prominent gateway site into Lancaster from the south and consequently 

design considerations should be paramount.  The aspirations that this will “create a modern, 

sympathetic, creative and exciting addition to the local area” are not, in our opinion, achieved. 

The store is set against a background of trees and greenery but little effort has been made to 

harmonise with its surroundings, in spite of the Design and Access Statement that “care needs to be 

taken in order to respond to the nature of the site and the articulation of the roofscape in particular 

will be key”. An all-encompassing grass-covered roof would be an imaginative and ecologically-sound 

solution 

It may have been unwise to include in that Statement illustrations of the earlier proposals for an 

“iconic and striking” Booth’s store on the site. That only invites comparisons which are not to Aldi’s 

advantage.   

The appearance is very utilitarian and the choice of materials largely industrial. The prominent use of 

‘standing seam cladding’ is overpowering, particularly on the eastern elevation which fronts the 

main road. Contrary to the assertion that “standing seam cladding enhances the traditional 

appearance in a contemporary form that gives it a modern understated aesthetic” rather some may 

feel that it gives the appearance of an over-large Nissan hut.  

We note the Aldi company philosophy of "offering value for money through cost-effective 

management and efficient design” and fear that cost-effectiveness and efficiency have taken 

precedence over imaginative creativity 

We believe Lancaster deserves better than this lack-lustre design and that the application should 

be reconsidered while substantial revisions are made.  

In the interim, comments from County Highways should be sought in order to provide more details 

of the “modified junction” with Scotforth Road together with an up-to-date assessment of the 

impact on an already very busy stretch of road, with numerous intersections and existing traffic 

lights.  



We would wish to see rapid charge EV points in the car park, and, in recognition of an ageing 

population, we would welcome the provision of external seating and toilet facilities 

We note that there has been no response yet from the County Historic Environment Team, and the 

application does not include any assessment of the historic environment. 

Whilst surveys of bats and newts have been done, there are no 'habitat creation proposals', despite 
the Council requirement for biodiversity net gain. 

We note with approval that plans for a care home have been dropped since this would have been an 
improbable neighbour for a large food store. 

 

21/01528/FUL  Music Co-op, Lodge Street 

Support 

Lancaster Civic Society supports the proposals to refurbish this property in a sensitive manner, which 

respects its past reincarnations. 

We believe the Music Co-op fulfils an important function in the cultural life of the city and deserves 

to have premises which acknowledges this. 

 

22/00029/REM  Cockerham housing 
 
Reservation 
 
The Civic Society is conscious of the demand for so-called "affordable" housing throughout the city 
region and would urge the Committee to examine closely the reasons given by this developer for a 
reduction in the number of such units to be included. 

 
 

21/01186/FUL  South Lodge, Greaves Park 

Support 

Further to our earlier comments on this application (14.11.21.) we are pleased to note that the 
amended plans reduce the foot-print of the proposed extension to a more acceptable size. 

Although we are not in favour of the use of metal cladding on a property of this age we would wish 
to withdraw our earlier objections. 

It is pleasing to note that the building has now been recognised as a Non-designated Historic Asset 
as we requested. 

 

22/00048/FUL & 22/00036/LB   Grand Theatre 

Support 

Lancaster Civic Society welcomes plans to expand the reception facilities and other offices at this 

historic site.   We commented favourably when these proposals first appeared in much the same 

form in 2008 and 2015 



The proposed extension, while representing a significant contrast to the existing fabric, has been 

thoughtfully designed and should enhance the experience of theatre-goers, when compared with 

the existing cramped and uninviting foyer.  

The separation of the new reception area from the main body of  the theatre by means of a glazed 

link is imaginative and ensures that the original masonry of the north-eastern facade remains visible. 
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