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21/01463/LB Lancaster Railway Station. 
 
Objection 
 
Our submission to an earlier application - 21/00946/LB – has been slightly amended as 
follows: 
 
In principle we welcome this imaginative change of use which will help to ensure a 

continued future for these underused buildings, which are of historic significance. 

We regret that many of the internal architectural features have been lost but note that 

efforts have been taken to preserve the external elevations. 

There seem to be no drawings showing where the air-conditioning heat pumps and cooling 
condensers will be located and whether they will be obtrusive. We seek assurances that the 
equipment will not be generally visible, and that it can, in time, be removed without 
damage to the external fabric of the building. 

We have serious concerns about the area designated for outside seating. The site plan 

misleadingly labels all the station forecourt as a car park. However, a large portion is 

designated as a taxi rank and other space is required for vehicular access and bus parking. In 

the area immediately in front of the proposed new pub there are currently six “short stay” 

parking bays, five marked for use by disabled persons (rarely used) and one for a police car. 

At busy periods there is insufficient space for drivers dropping off or meeting travellers; this 

often results in severe congestion. For visitors arriving in Lancaster from the south this is not 

the kind of kind of reception we would wish for them. 



It would appear that the proposed outdoor seating area and bin store will significantly 

reduce this parking space, with the result that even more congestion is likely to occur. We 

would wish to see an expansion of the short-stay car-parking provision We would ask for 

clear signage to indicate that this area remains part of the station’s facilities and steps will 

be taken to ensure that the pub’s clientele do not park there.  

On these grounds we would wish to object to this application in its present form. 

 

21/01295/FUL Hawthorne House, Bolton-le-Sands  
 
Objection 
 
This site is in a prominent location close to the main road and any application for a change 
of use needs to be carefully assessed. We find the supporting documentation to be totally 
inadequate. 
 
We therefore wish to object to this proposal on principle, because the Heritage Statement is 
nothing of the kind. Completely unillustrated, it fails to make a convincing case that the 
present building - formerly the Miaitalia restaurant - is not fit to be retained and/or altered. 
The Design and Access Statement is a little better, but still gives no reason why the present 
building has to be demolished. 
 
 
20/00700/LB  108 St Leonard’s Gate 
 
Objection 
 
We wish to continue to lodge our objections to the revised proposals for this important site. 
  
As the Ancient Monuments Society, County Historic Environment Team, and the Civic 
Society have pointed out most firmly, there are a great many problems with the purpose of 
the proposed development (yet another student accommodation block when we surely 
have a surfeit), the underlying sensitive archaeology, and the extreme lack of care taken in 
fitting the proposed building into its historic environment.  
 
The problems are fundamental - design and materials. If the full-height blind recesses onto 
Pitt Street are supposed to be an homage to Lancaster's typical staircase windows, they miss 
the point - there was generally only one of these per house, not three and three-quarters of 
them side by side, as here, and two more on the alley-way.  
 
The latest attempt to try and harmonise the front elevation with its elegant (and genuine) 
Georgian neighbour is the insertion of a false front door which is ugly and incongruous. The 
elimination of the window would be to the detriment of the ground floor living space. 
 



We support the Conservation Team in their efforts to ensure that a design is arrived at 
which will not wreck the streetscape with a shoddy pastiche in such a visually important 
location. 
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