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21/00489/FUL & 21/00490/LB   Mill Hall 

Support with reservations 

We are generally supportive of proposals to bring out-dated student accommodation up to 

a better standard, but we also foresee the dangers of consequent rising rentals pricing out 

those students on limited means. We note that Lancaster University has expressed concerns 

about the increasing emphasis on “high-end” student accommodation. 

Externally we note that this important heritage asset, a Grade II listed building, needs to be 

sensitively treated, situated as it is in a conservation area. 

We regret the loss of the portico and doric columns on the southern elevation; although 

these date only from the 1980s they were an attractive feature which added quality to the 

original. 

Internally, the proposal for one catering facility to serve the entire building is of concern. Is 
such an arrangement practicable? Students will be denied the opportunity for social mixing 
in smaller units.  

The proposed new entrance is contrastive to the existing building. It is not clear from the 
proposed elevations what the materials are likely to be and, whilst it seems a good modern 
design, there are likely to be differing views on whether or not it harmonises with the mill 
building and is sympathetic to its setting. The prominent “port hole” appears to be out of 
proportion to its setting. 

We reserve judgement on the proposals for the modern extension until a more detailed 

design, with descriptions of materials to be used, are available.  



 

21/01186/FUL, South Lodge, Greaves Park 

Objection 

This is a mid to late 19th century lodge house, until recently in the ownership of the City 
Council which, we note from the related documents, supports this application.  

We believe that the proposed extensions, with metal and sedum covered roofs, whilst fine 
for a completely new development, would jar with the existing house and give the newer 
part an almost industrial appearance. We should suggest external finishes which sit better 
with the original. 

The proposal may indeed make the little lodge into a property suited to the 21st century, 

and we don't have much of a problem with the link building, replacing the existing ugly lean-

to. But the huge extension to the North is completely unsympathetic to the historic 

character (though it will be partly screened by trees).  This is a situation where 

homage (though not pastiche) to the original building is merited, with the appropriate 

COP26 nods to high standard insulation, power conservation etc. 

It is a very prominently located little building of really quite elegant style, and as with 
Parkfield, has been greatly under-valued architecturally and historically.  It is recognised that 
the property is not listed but should at least be considered a non-designated Heritage Asset 
and one which calls for sensitive development within a Conservation Area.  

 

21/01273/FUL & 21/01274/LB  14 New Street 

Support 

We believe that this application is to be applauded. There is very little external change when 
viewed from the street, and this brings a new dimension to the use pattern of New Street, a 
thoroughfare which has been in danger of decline. 

We support imaginative changes to empty shop premises whenever they occur if we are to 
avoid the long term slide into dereliction which have been observed in many shopping 
centres. 

Staircase windows are a feature in local vernacular architecture and we wish consideration 
to be given to the re-instatement of the blocked-up rear window in this listed building.  

 

 
 



21/01170/FUL 10 Slip Inn Lane  
 
Objection 
 
The Civic Society opposes this application which is poorly presented and lacking in 
credibility. 
 
The location map is hopelessly out of date (1985). The Heritage Statement is very 
rudimentary. 
 
While we would wish to support plans to bring this somewhat neglected, gloomy little 
ginnel back into commercial use, on practical terms we consider that this is far too small a 
property to be a successful pub.  
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