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21/01008/FUL  Quernmore Road Housing. 
 
We wish to object to this application on principle. 
 
This land is one of the last remaining areas of green space to the east of the city and currently 
presents a semi-rural aspect between the motorway and the Williamson Park conservation area. If 
this development is permitted the view from the M6 would be of a uniform housing estate 
enveloping the entire space. 
 
It is our understanding that the newly adopted Housing Infrastructure Fund should preclude all 
applications for development of land that has not previously been declared “allocated” in the Local 
Plan. We urge the Council to use this as a test case to gauge the strength of this measure which is 
designed to prevent applications such as this for development on unallocated land. 
 
Furthermore, we would question the suitability of this land for housing, in view of the implications 
for flooding of other recent developments to the south.  
 
Proposals for a large number of additional residences on the eastern boundary of the city takes no 
account of the lack of adequate infrastructure. All traffic would have to be accommodated on 
already busy roads feeding into the congested city-centre gyratory system. 
 
There are no schools within walking distance and (apart from a single newly opened convenience 
store) an almost total absence of any other community facility.  

 
20/00895/FUL   1 Bulk Road 

Support but with reservations. 

We welcome plans coming forward for the development of this prominent site, which has been long-

neglected and an embarrassing eye-sore. 

In spite of some confusion in the Heritage Statement we can confirm that it is situated just outside a 



conservation area, at a sufficient distance from the nearest listed building (32 Parliament Street) for 

no 

comparison to be made.  However, the bold modern design of the proposed structure will sit uneasily 

between the adjacent nondescript units on Parliament Street and the utilitarian car wash on the 

corner with Back Caton Road.  

 

It is noted that the Flood Assessment acknowledges that this site has historically been susceptible to 

flooding. 

 

We believe the proposed design is too tall and would prefer it to be a storey lower. The dominant 

tower block of Caton Court should not be taken as benchmark against which to measure the height of 

neighbouring buildings. The impact on the view from the riverside across the city needs to be assessed, 

particularly during winter months when tree cover is limited. 

 

No mention is made in the supporting documents of the close proximity of the historic rope walk. 

Although currently not listed as a heritage asset, it is worthy of preservation as a reminder of 

Lancaster’s ship-building history. We trust that the Conservation Team will take steps to ensure that 

this structure is protected while construction work takes place. 

 

The Civic Society continues to express concern about the proliferation of new-build student blocks 

throughout the city and would support the request from Lancaster University “for evidence of the 

current Lancaster City Council supply and demand analysis”. We also share their concern that many 

of the new developments appear to be catering for the top end of the student market (e.g., offering 

a roof garden). These are likely not be affordable for many students, who will therefore not be 

incentivised to move out of traditional housing (HMOs – now known as “private halls”) which are badly 

needed for first-time buyers. 

 

We would ask that the interior design should be “future-proofed” against a fall in demand for student 

accommodation. This would appear to be an ideal site for a hotel or self-catering apartments. The 

interior dimensions of the rooms appear to be minimal and (apart from the roof garden) there are no 

communal areas. Since there is no other access provided it must be assumed that all servicing (rubbish 

disposal etc) will have to be via the main entrance on Parliament Street, where there is no parking 

provision for students loading and unloading their possessions.  

 

While offering our support in principle to this application we hope that the reservations expressed 

above will be carefully considered. 

 

21/01113/FUL   Eden North 

Fully Supported 

Lancaster Civic Society has given very careful consideration to the above planning application.  

We believe that the applicant has clearly demonstrated that the proposed development would have 

a very positive impact on Morecambe and the broader area. 

The design is considered to be exemplary, and we take the view the applicant has gone to 

considerable lengths to demonstrate how the impact of significantly increased visitor numbers can 

be dealt with.  



It is therefore suggested this can be satisfactorily addressed if the City and County Councils play their 

part in facilitating much improved transport facilities (road and rail) and increasing the provision of 

hotel accommodation.  

The Civic Society are strongly of the view that the economic impact of the proposal will have a 

transformational impact on Morecambe and the entire Bay area. 

Accordingly, we would therefore urge the Local Planning Authority to approve the application. 
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