
 

Lancaster Civic Society – Planning Scrutiny Group Report 

21/0946/LB   Platform 3 Lancaster Railway Station 
 
Comments and Concerns: 
 
In principle we welcome this imaginative change of use which will help to ensure a continued future for 
these underused buildings, which are of historic significance. 
 
We regret that many of the internal architectural features have been lost but note that efforts have 
been taken to preserve the external elevations. 
 
We trust that British Transport Police have been consulted about the possible risks which could arise 
from having an outlet for alcohol adjacent to a busy railway platform. 
 
We have serious concerns about the area designated for outside seating. The site plan misleadingly 
labels all the station forecourt as a car park. However, a large portion is designated as a taxi rank and 
other space is required for vehicular access and bus parking. In the area immediately in front of the 
proposed new pub there are currently six “short stay” parking bays, five marked for use by disabled 
persons (rarely used) and one for a police car. At busy periods there is insufficient space for drivers 
dropping off or meeting travelers and this often results in severe congestion. For visitors arriving in 
Lancaster from the south this is not the kind of kind of reception we would wish for them. 
 
It would appear that the proposed outdoor seating area and bin store will significantly reduce this 
parking space, with the result that even more congestion is likely to occur. We would prefer to see an 
expansion of the short-stay car-parking provision. 
 
We would ask for clear signage to indicate that this area remains part of the station’s facilities and steps 
will be taken to ensure that the pub’s clientele do not park there.  
 



21/00536/FUL  Parkfield Garage 
 
Object: 
 
Although we welcome proposals to bring this long-derelict building in a prominent location back into 
use, we find the plans totally unacceptable in their present form. 
 
There are no Planning or Design and Access Statements. The plans and elevations are completely lacking 
in detail; the risk assessment is irrelevant since it relates to an earlier application for housing on the site; 
the section on contamination makes no mention of the previous use of the site as a garage or that the 
foundations were severely damaged by fire. 
 
If it is designed for retail purposes where is the shop window? 
 
Red facing bricks are proposed:  this is not acceptable in a location where all neighboring buildings are 
either stone-built or rendered. 
 
The developers have failed to recognise that Bowerham is a well-defined out-of-town location with a 
character of its own. Its residents and shoppers deserve better than this anonymous and ill-designed 
structure at its heart. 
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