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21/00206/FUL & 21/00207/LB Alexandra Hall 

Response by Lancaster Civic Society to this application 

We welcome proposals to bring back into use this significant Grade II listed building which acts as a 
gateway into the city centre.  
 
We note that no alterations to the exterior structure are planned.  
 
Its change of use to hotel accommodation is appropriate but it is assumed that rooms only will be 
provided. The absence of a separate entrance and reception area for residential guests could be 
problematic.  
 
It is recognised that no parking provision can be offered to visitors – this may have been a factor leading 
to the failure of the nearby Travel Lodge. Adequate space should be available overnight on Thurnham 
Street car park. 
 
We have a concern about the limited space available for amenity use to the rear and we also believe 
that the concerns raised by residents of the adjoining Thurnham Mews deserve close attention. 
 
 
21/00932/FUL   Former Crown Inn St Leonard’s Gate 

Response by Lancaster Civic Society to this application 

We accept that this near-derelict structure, on a prominent site, facing traffic entering the city from the 
south, is in need of radical attention. 
 



However, before total demolition is set in train we would urge that pre-application discussions should 
continue with the Planning Department. We regret that officials did not ensure that  remedial action 
was taken at a much earlier stage. Historic vernacular buildings should not be allowed to fall into such a 
condition that demolition is the only option.   
 
The structural survey indicates that some parts of the building e.g. the mid-19th century external walls, 
could be restored and this alternative should be explored.  Proposed future uses for the site should also 
be discussed. 
 
 
21/00469/FUL The Britannia 

Response by Lancaster Civic Society to this application 

We wish to register our objection to the proposed change of use of this public house into student 
accommodation. 
 
Members of the Civic Society have become increasingly concerned about the number of applications for 
conversion into student accommodation.  While fully accepting the significant importance of Lancaster’s 
two universities and their students to the local economy, we believe that the city is in danger of 
becoming overwhelmed by this form of development, to such an extent that its character and ambience 
is being fundamentally altered.   
 
Lancaster's attraction as a tourist destination and as a pleasant place to live is being put in jeopardy by 
the sheer volume of space which is being currently devoted to an extension of the university campus 
both in large purpose-built blocks, and in substantial buildings such as the Britannia. 
 
We have previously suggested that it is time to call a moratorium on all further student accommodation 
proposals until the take-up and success of the schemes already in the pipeline have been completed and 
their effects assessed. 
 
We would wish to support local residents of the Freehold in their efforts to retain the Britannia as a 
community resource.    
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