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21/00295/LB Lancaster Girls’ Grammar School Gates. 
 
The proposed wrought iron gates would be an improvement on the existing, somewhat 
forbidding, timber construction.  However, the design of the metal gates is very un-inspired 
and we feel that a conservation area is deserving of a more significant feature. 
We would reference the recently installed gates outside Bowerham Junior School where a 
very elegant design incorporates the Lancashire rose motif.  
If cost is a limiting factor we would suggest that, since gates in community locations are 
often memorialised, the proposed installation could be dedicated to a significant event or 
individual (a prominent old-girl perhaps?) Nominations could be invited from pupils and 
staff. 
 
21/00146/FUL  Telephone House 
 
We regret that the Civic Society had not been made aware that Prior Approval Permission 
had already been granted for the upper floors of this building to be converted for residential 
use.  
Had the normal consultation process been in place it is likely that we would have taken the 
opportunity to suggest that this totally inappropriate structure in a central conservation 
area should be removed.  
Under the circumstances we are faced with a “fait accompli” with the proposed minor 
changes to the lower floors contributing nothing to the overall appearance of the building 
which will remain as one of Lancaster’s more unfortunate examples of “modern” 
architecture.  
 
21/00228/FUL & 21/00229/LB  - The Ring O’ Bells. 
 
We welcome the fact that this modest but elegant listed building, which is a significant 
historical feature on the main thoroughfare through Lancaster, is to be brought back into 
active use as a pub/eatery. We are impressed by the “Vision Statement” which we would wish 
to support. 
 
While accepting that the business must be financially viable we have reservations regarding 
the possible use of the upper floors for student accommodation, not only because of its 
location over or adjacent to a pub, but also because we consider that more than sufficient 
accommodation for students is available elsewhere in the city. We believe that serviced 
hotel accommodation would be more acceptable  
 
We fully support the planned renovations of the fabric – external and internal – but the 
proposed new door to the right of the front elevation is completely out of character. A 
panelled door, with a fan-light above, to match the style of the main door should be 
fitted.  Not only would this be an improvement aesthetically but also, on practical grounds: 
a fully glazed door adjacent to a pub entrance does not seem sensible. 
 



In order to restore fully the impressive front elevation, consideration should be given to 
replicating the original fenestration, to be in keeping with the period. The historic status of 
the building would thus be greatly enhanced.  
.  
There are too many intrusive aluminium rooflights proposed on the front elevation. 
Neighbouring properties have one small original dormer window, which. if copied in the 
appropriate style, would be acceptable. 
 
While accepting that, from a business perspective, there may be a need for the additional 
accommodation to the rear, nevertheless the outside seating area, which has in the past 
made this one of the more attractive beer-gardens, will be severely curtailed. The proposed 
building looks too large for the site, making the reduced beer garden space too restricted to 
be attractive.  
 
There could also be a problem about access; not only during the construction phase, but 
also for people living there. There is a potential clash of interests between people sitting in 
the beer garden and the loss of privacy for those in the single-storey apartment. There could 
be problems for traffic and pedestrian management during construction. 
 
On such a constricted site, seeking to accommodate an in-door pub, a beer garden and 
holiday apartments, noise levels could be problematic.  (It is noted that the measurements 
reported on were taken during a “lock-down” period). Should the adjacent Chinese take-
away resume business, further noise would be created from extractor fans. 
 
With the reservations outlined above the Civic Society would want in principle to support 
this application. 
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