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20/01437/VLA  Land south of playing fields, Trumacar  

In Lancaster City Council’s current Housing Strategy Action Plan it is stated that there is “a 

significant need to increase” the amount of affordable housing in the area. It is estimated 

that by 2033 there will be 6,000 households in need of affordable dwellings. The Civic 

Society has strongly and consistently supported the City Council’s policy in this respect.  We 

are aware of a particular shortage of such housing provision in Morecambe; in the West End 

there is a substantial amount of sub-standard affordable housing..  

it is hoped that when taking into account the conclusions made in the submitted Viability 

Report, the Council will adopt a pragmatic approach when negotiating the level of 

contributions required for this re-submission. 

 

20/00964/FUL  Wheatfield Street Housing 

The Civic Society commented favourably on an earlier application for this site (16/01412/OUT)  “We 

welcome in principle the proposal to re-develop this redundant industrial site for residential use. It is 

already surrounded by one- and two-bedroomed units, well situated close to the city centre and all 

amenities.”  

However, we are far less well-disposed to support an application for yet more student 

accommodation on this site. We note that the applicants recognise (Design and Access Statement) 

the possible need for alternative uses: 

The building is adaptable for a number of uses ………………. If, in the future, it is found that the student 

market needs have been met within the city centre, then the scheme has been designed so it can be 

adapted into an ApartHotel, offering key tourist beds within the city centre. 

We would suggest that the site would be even better suited to residential use recognising the need 

locally for affordable one-bedroom homes. (Lancaster City Council: Housing Strategy). 

We welcome the proposal to retain the existing warehouse and the sketch for the new block 
appears to be in a similar style (with the circular windows). The elevations appear to be reasonably 
attractive and probably would not have a negative impact on surrounding properties.  



There is a concern over the proposal to remove all the internal floor structures in the original 
warehouse to create an extra floor i.e. three plus the roof space accommodation which involves 
inserting dormers, (Design and Access statement Page 3 last bullet of point 4). This could result in 
very low ceiling height.  

With the provisos outlined above we are broadly in favour of this application. 

Hugh Roberts (on behalf of Lancaster Civic Society)  

 


